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Report from the Field: Olaniyi Taiwo

n February 2009, | traveled
from Nigeria to the Miami
Beach Convention Center in
Florida to attend the 87 Inter-
national Association for Dental
Research (IADR) conference.
During this conference, | had the
opportunity to present the find-
ings from my FABTP practicum
research project, which focuses
on postconsent assessment of
dental subjects?d
informed consent in oral health
research in Nigeria. Despite the
fact that the conference marked
the largest gathering of dental
researchers in the world, my
presentation was the only one
concentrating on dental research ‘ tional Association for Dental
ethics. Overall, it was a wonder- That was my second meeting Research (IADR) will be imple-
ful experience and the oral pres- with Adnan in 2009, as | was also yanted in the near future. Above
entation generated a lot of ques- able to meet with him when he )
tions. Clearly, there is need for  was in Nigeria earlier this year. |
more work in this area. Aftera  am so happy that the FABTP
series of drafts, the manuscript  network is expanding. | also very

My visit to the U.S. afforded me who had not met him.

the opportunity to meet with the In the interim, | have acquired my
new FABTP fellows: Derrick and MPH degree from the University
Aminu, as well as to reconnect  of Lagos, Nigeria. | also remain
with Joe, Nancy and Adnan. | wasactively involved in my research
at home once again and was on the oral manifestations of HIV/
pleased to engage in fruitful dis- AIDS, and recently secured finan-
cussions with the FABTP team. cial support from the Nigerian
Ministry of Health to determine
the knowledge and practice of
informed consent among dental
N9 reSehrchers in Nigeria. My efforts
‘ to prompt the establishment of a
local IRB in my Centre appear to
be reaching fruitio
mistic that much needed training
on research bioethics for the
Nigerian section of the Interna-

all, | continue striving to develop
myself professionally to keep up
with the latest trends in the re-

. . " " search field.
for the finished practicum has much enjoyed my stay with Joe, o
been resubmitted to a peer who hosted me. He is a very Olaniyi Taiwo '
reviewed journal. nice tall man for those of you 2006 JHFABTP Trainee

From the Director

| Greetings! This  with the hope of improvingour br eak of dammltheé ne f | u
newsletter in- strategies to serve the changing prospect of a pandemic. Urgent
troduces you to needs of research ethics in Af-  public health action and research
our 2009 train-  rica. In this connection we were are being initiated to address this

' | eesd Aminu delighted to host a small meeting urgency; and each action brings
PR from Nigeria at the end of March 2009 in with it critical ethical issues. From
and Derrick from Zambi& we Kenya (page 3) with selected public health ethics issues of
warmly welcome them to our colleagues from all over Africa to quarantine and resource alloca-
family. Our 2006 graduate discuss our plans. Their contri-  tion, to research ethics issues of
Olaniyi describes his professional butions were insightful and will  early human testing of vaccine
development activities in the be used to inform our new initia- candidates, there is a lot of de-
field of research ethics and public tives. More importantly we real- bate. We hope that you are en-
healthd we are so proud of ized that graduates of our pro-  gaged in this global debate and

these accomplishments. As al-  gram are not only leading devel- will share with us your opinions
ways, send us your news, events,opments in Africa, but also con- and experiences in the next
and personal storied they make tributing to important initiatives  newsletter.
this newsletter so much more around the world.
interesting_ . Adnan A. Hyder, MD MPH PhD
_ ~ As this newsletter goes to press, Co-Director, JH -FABTP
This year, we are also evaluating the world is dealing with an out-
several aspects of our program
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2009 Trainees Arrive andiVi

In January 2009, JHU
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day in Bethesda, Maryland, draft proposals to the NIH

FABTP welcomed two new where they were intro- group for comments and I
trainees to the program: duced to faculty, staff, and feedback. I
Aminu Yakubu and Derrick fellows at the NIH Depart- . |
. ) - . . Thanks in large part to the
Elemu. As in previous ment of Clinical Bioethics. . .
. L . efforts of Drs. Reidar Lie, |
years, the trainees attended Following introductions, ;
: i X Ezekiel Emanuel, and the
a weeklong orientation the January meeting was
S . . . Fellows and Faculty at NIH,
session, including a wel-  comprised of presentations . I
o ; activities between NIH and
come breakfast, administra- by NIH fellows on various
. L : : FABTP have become even |
tive activities, and introduc- research topics. . :
X . more productive this year,
tory meetings with JHSPH . . . : : |
. In April, the trainees again  something we hope is
and Bl faculty, and with o [
traveled to the NIH where  beneficial for fellows and
| JHSPH and JHMI IRB repre-, . N
) they observed Grand trainees at both institu- |
sentatives. . . .
Rounds, participated in tions. I
During orientation week, discussions, and presented
the trainees also spent one their research practicum |

-_—e - e e - -

20009 trainees travel to Bethesda to
meet fellows, faculty and staff at the
NIH Department of Bioethics.

Mr. Derrick Elemu

Derrick Elemu joins the Johnd&lternative Research Meth-
HopkinsFogarty African Bio- ods and Gender from the
ethics Training Program frominstitute of Social Studies in
Lusaka, Zambia, where he isthe Netherlands.

lecturer on research methodﬁvI _ .

. ; . - "Mr. Elemu is interested in
in social sciences at the Uni-

Zambia. Mr. Elemu brings to
the program a strong back-
ground in social science re-
search, and has participated
in a number of research stud-

nies, particularly those relating

versity of Zambia. Mr. Elemu
received a Ba
in Developmental Studies an
Economics from the Univer-
sity of Zambia, and obtained

Left to right, Anant Bhan (ethics Masterods de gr

researcher and former Fogarty -
Toronto alum visiting from Pune,
India), 2009 trainee Aminu Ya-

zation in Politics of Alterna-

mental Studies, with speciali-

tive Development Strategies,

strengthening the applicatio
%f ﬁtréicls in Po&h socigl gci—
gnce and%iomeaical reseqa

practice in Zambia. He hopes

that his training at Johns
eogkinls Wni|| p vidve Qirl‘n o
with the know! eéage ahd un-
derstanding necessary to
develop a research ethics
course at the University of

r
rch

psubjects.

to HIV/AIDS, that have had
neajer implications for ethics
and the

protection
of human

(g
V)

kubu, FABTP coordinator Joe Ali,
2009 trainee Derrick Elemu,
FABTP program research assis-
tant Alix Morris.
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Mr. Aminu Yakubu

Aminu Yakubu joins the Johmegree from the University otion of the National Code for
HopkinsFogarty African Bio- Birmingham, UK. Health Research Ethics,
?ggﬁigﬁgﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁgﬁm fromIn his role as the administra-among a number of other
1 Health, Abuja, Nigeria, wherdive officer to the NHREC, major responsibilities. Mr.
he works as the administra- Mr. Yakubu is responsible folY@kubu hopes that by under-
tive officer to the National  registration of health researc80ing a formal bioethics train-
Health Research Ethics Comsthics committees (HRECs),ing program, he will add both

mittee (NHREC). Mr. Yakuby i vin value and quality to his work

has a Bachel oro g&)rgtoc?lsef%r nal- r}
. , _for Ni eriads
Biochemistry fronBayero tlonalf'yrepreseqﬁtatlve stud g

University Kano, Nigeria andi€s, and providing guidance fauman research participant
a Master of Public Health ~ researchers on the applica- Protection - NHREC.

ape:

BIOETHICS EXCHANGE
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Meeting attendees discuss research ethics
needs across sub-Saharan Africa during a
group breakout session

N
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Paulina Tindana presents on how she has been

N
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Top Row (left to right): Joe Ali, Aceme Nyika,
Adnan Hyder, Paul Ndebele, Joseph

Mfutso -Bengo, Clement Adebamowo, Godfrey
Tangwa,; Bottom Row (left to right): Nancy Kass,
Paulina Tindana, Sassy Molyneux, Caroline
Kithinji. [Absent from photo: Dan Kaye]

able to develop and maintain a profession in bio-
ethics while living in rural Ghana

FABTP 2009 Program Planning Meeti

At the end of March 2009, FABTP
convened advisory committee mem-
bers, former trainees, members of

the top five gaps/needs for researchlikely include more partnering with
ethics training in Africa broadly, and specific institutions and more varied
then met again, in a separate ses- approaches to training. Stay tuned

collaborating African institutions, and sion, to reach consensus on the top for the announcement of our new

other African leaders in bioethics
and research ethics for a twday
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya. The
meeting was attended by 10 partici-
pants from a wide range of regions
across Anglophone seBaharan Af-
rica.

The goals of our meeting were two
fold: (1) to share with each other
training opportunities and ap-
proaches each participant was in-
volved in and identify, collectively,
gaps overall in research ethics train-
ing for Africa; and (2) to set priori-
ties for how Johns Hopkins and the
FABTP could best contribute to ad-
dressing any of these gaps.

Each of the 10 participants gave a
presentation describing their pro-
gram and/or work in research ethics.
We then had breakout sessions
where groups of 4 participants met
together to reach consensus around

five strategies JHU could use to approach!

respond to these gaps. Discussion

was mindful of the fasthanging This meeting was a reminder of the
bioethics landscape within Africa  need for identifying opportunities
and also that JHU would be better for bioethics professionals to net-
situated to respond to certain types work within Africa. Clearly, one of
of challenges; thus we asked particithe benefits of the meeting was hav-
pants to contribute their recom- ing a small group of bioethics lead-
mendations regarding future FABTPers meet, talk, eat meals together,
organizational structure within that and share experiences for two full

context. days. The importance of network-
ing and collaboration building that
The meeting proved to be ex- such opportunities create cannot be

tremely useful in generating valuableverestimated.

input to guide program planning

efforts. Further, meeting partici-  And of course, we were proud to
pants commented that they greatly count four of our alumni among this
appreciated the opportunity to col- group of leaders!

lectively take stock of the training

landscape and work as a group to

help move bioethics training in Af-

rica to the oOnext Il evel .6 Since
Nairobi meeting, we have created a

first draft of a blueprint for the fu-

ture structure of FABTP that will
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